
 
 

Town of Darien 
Criteria to Support Area Variance 

 
In making its determination, the Zoning Board of Appeals shall take into consideration the 
benefit to the applicant if the variance is granted, as weighed against the detriment to the 
health, safety, moral, aesthetics and welfare of the neighborhood or community. The Zoning 
Board of Appeals shall consider the following test, as per §267-b of the NYS Town Law when 
making its determination:  
 
Explain how the proposal conforms to EACH of the following requirements:  
1. Undesirable Change in neighborhood Character. The granting of the variance will not  
produce an undesirable change in the neighborhood or a detriment to nearby properties.  
________________________________________________________________________  
________________________________________________________________________  
________________________________________________________________________  
2. Alternative Cure Sought. There are no other means feasible for the applicant to pursue  
that would result in the difficulty being avoided or remedied, other than the granting of the  
area variance. 
_______________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  
3. Substantiality. The requested area variance is not substantial. 
________________________________________________________________________  
________________________________________________________________________  
________________________________________________________________________  
4, Adverse Effect or Impact. The requested variance will not have an adverse effect or  
impact on the physical or environmental condition in the neighborhood or community.  
________________________________________________________________________  
________________________________________________________________________  
________________________________________________________________________  
5. Not Self-Created. The alleged difficulty existed at the time of the enactment of the provi-  
sion or was created by natural force or governmental action, and was not the result of any  
action by the owner or the predecessors in title. 
________________________________________________________________________  
________________________________________________________________________  
________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
 
___________________________________   _____________________________  
Applicant’s Signature       Date 

Application #: ________________ 
  (For office use only) 
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